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that administrative detention is in-
tended to be used for ‘‘short periods
not to exceed 90 days.”’

Although former law enforcement of-
ficers face increased safety risks in
prison, the harmful effects of prolonged
solitary confinement are well-docu-
mented. Solitary confinement is not an
acceptable long-term solution for en-
suring their physical safety.

This week, I was pleased to join my
friend, Congressman ROHRABACHER, and
many other of my friends, including
Congressman POE, in signing a letter to
Mr. Michael Mukasey. This letter
asked that, upon confirmation, the new
Attorney General will thoroughly ex-
amine the flaws of this prosecution and
will put an end to the harsh treatment
these agents are receiving in prison. A
directive from the Director of the Bu-
reau of Prisons or the Attorney Gen-
eral can correct this unfair treatment.

Madam Speaker, with an unbiased re-
view by the incoming Attorney Gen-
eral, I am hopeful that this gross mis-
carriage of justice will be corrected.

I say in closing, Madam Speaker, to
the families of Mr. Ramos and Mr.
Compean, please know that there are
many of us in the United States Con-
gress, the House and the Senate, that
are trying to do what is right for your
loved ones. This is an injustice that
should not be allowed to continue. We
need to bring justice to this injustice
for these two men.

May God continue to bless America
and our men and women in uniform.

——
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THE VALUE OF THE JUSTICE
SYSTEM IN THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker,
according to today’s Baltimore Sun,
there have been 240 homicides in my
hometown of Baltimore City, 22 more
deaths than this time last year. Unfor-
tunately, many of these victims and
their families will not have closure be-
cause of the inability of law enforce-
ment to bring their killers to justice.
This is due in large part to the fear
that witnesses have in coming forward.

Witness intimidation is a serious
threat to our justice system. According
to the National Institute of Justice, 51
percent of prosecutors in large jurisdic-
tions find witness intimidation to be a
major problem. In Baltimore City, it is
estimated that witness intimidation
occurs in 90 percent of the cases that
are prosecuted.

Madam Speaker, protecting wit-
nesses is a core government function.
It is standard in the Federal system,
and State and local prosecutors should
have the same tools. However, there is
a great disparity between funding and
witness services, if any, that are pro-
vided by local authorities and those of
the Federal Witness Security Program
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within the United States Marshals
Service that operates on a $40 million
budget to assist 17,600 witnesses and
their family members with gaining new
lives, new identities, and new jobs.

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel re-
cently reported on the problems associ-
ated with inadequate witness protec-
tion programs. Maurice Pulley was
shot to death in front of his home, the
apparent victim of retaliation for
agreeing to cooperate with authorities.
Just three days prior to his death, Mr.
Pulley had agreed to testify as a wit-
nesses against Calvin Glover for shoot-
ing him on June 30; however, law en-
forcement was not able to offer him as-
sistance because the witness program
in the county was essentially termi-
nated due to budget cuts. The sheriff
even admitted to occasionally relying
on private funding to relocate wit-
nesses.

Madam Speaker, the same week, the
Denver Post told a story of Javad Mar-
shall-Fields and his fiancee, who were
gunned down just days before he was
scheduled to testify against Robert
Ray. In 2004, Robert Ray shot and
killed one person and wounded two oth-
ers, including Javad Marshall-Fields.

A program to protect State witnesses
has been in existence in Colorado for
over 12 years; however, the budget was
recently cut from $100,000 to $50,000.
Unfortunately, it now allows for a lit-
tle more than a bus ticket or security
deposit for a new apartment.

To make matters worse, it appears
that no one told Javad that this pro-
gram even existed, even though pros-
ecutors filed a motion to keep his ad-
dress and those of five other witnesses
secret due to their fear of retribution.
Why was Javad not notified of the pro-
gram? His mom was told that it was
because he did not ask.

Madam Speaker, as I always say,
there is nothing worse than a person
not knowing what they don’t know.
This is why I recently teamed up with
Baltimore City’s State’s Attorney Pa-
tricia Jessamy to film a public service
announcement encouraging people in
the communities to come forward if
they have witnessed a crime, or if they
have already come forward and feel
they may need protection.

Additionally, I have introduced H.R.
933, the Witness Security and Protec-
tion Act of 2007, that authorizes $270
million over the next 3 years to enable
State and local prosecutors who dem-
onstrate a need for funds to protect
witnesses in cases involving gangs or
other violence to establish short-term
witness protection programs. This leg-
islation will assist in correcting the in-
equity that exists between the Federal
and State level. I call upon my col-
leagues to support its enactment.

Improving protection for State and
local witnesses will move us one step
closer to alleviating the fears and
threats to prospective witnesses and
help safeguard our communities from
violence. It is time that we show our
commitment to our constituents and
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the justice system, because without
witnesses, there can be no justice.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————————

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT ERIC
DUCKWORTH, UNITED STATES
ARMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, in Amer-
ica’s first war, fighting for freedom it
was said by Patrick Henry, the great
orator, ‘“The battle, sir, is not to the
strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the
active and to the brave.”” We are fortu-
nate that those words still ring true
today and that American soldiers over-
seas carry those values into battle.

One such warrior was Staff Sergeant
Eric Duckworth. Army Staff Sergeant
Eric Duckworth was killed in the line
of duty in Iraq just a few days ago, on
October 10, when he was leading a con-
voy and his vehicle was hit by an IED,
an improvised explosive device, on the
side of the road.

Madam Speaker, Sergeant
Duckworth was 26 years of age and on
his second tour in Iraq. He graduated
from Clear Lake High School in Hous-
ton, Texas, in 1999, and while in high
school, he wanted to participate in the
military, so he joined the Reserve Offi-
cers Training Corps, the ROTC. Of
course, as soon as he graduated from
high school, he joined the United
States Army.

His parents, Michael and Barbara
Duckworth, of The Woodlands, Texas,
say that for as long as they can re-
member, their son Eric wanted to serve
his country in public service both in
law enforcement and in the military.
His father, Michael, described him as
an outgoing and good-humored son. He
further said, ‘‘Eric was full of love and
laughter and a Godly spirit, but, above
all, he was a true soldier and a proud
warrior.”

When I talked to Michael about his
son Eric, he told me that Eric’s only
two wishes were that he serve in the
military and that he also serve in law
enforcement. Those wishes were grant-
ed when he was a military police offi-
cer and also a member of the United
States Army.

Sergeant Duckworth was also a hus-
band and a father. He is survived by his
wife of 5 years, Sonya, and they have
three children: Kaylynn, age 10; Madi-
son, age 4; and young Michael, age 1.
Eric’s mom, Barbara, would send what
I call ‘‘care packages’ overseas to her
son Eric, and what she included in
those packages tells us a lot about Eric
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